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Why am I taking Advanced Placement?
AP is an opportunity for high school students to 
challenge themselves through academic rigor which 
can then translate into academic, program, and 
financial benefits at the post-secondary level.



AP Validity Research
An ongoing series of AP validity research studies 
explore the relationship between students' AP exam 
performance and three measures of post-secondary 
success:

– First year GPA
– Retention
– Degree completion
The U of A was one of the participating institutions.
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Why take the Advanced 
Placement exam?

Universities and colleges recognize scores on AP 
exams as potential replacement percentages over 
final grades for admission. This percentage would 
replace the overall average from AB Ed if it is 
higher. 



Admission: University of Alberta
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MacEwan 
University 

Individual basis 
for King’s, 

NAIT...



Recording AP mark in post-
secondary application

Students record their Alberta mark and their AP mark 
separately when they apply for admission and the institution 
uses whichever one is better.



Why take the Advanced 
Placement exam?

Transfer credit! Scores of 4 or 5 become credit for many 
equivalent introductory courses. This can provide opportunities 
for students to qualify for “mini scholarship” opportunities 
based on their results and ensuing post-secondary course 
requirements. These opportunities are specific to each 
university and college.
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Why take the Advanced 
Placement exam?

Many post-secondary institutions are moving to a holistic 
application which includes more than admission averages. 
Within this scope, students who are challenging themselves 
with the rigor and focus of an AP course are receiving a 
higher recommendation for admission.

Writing an AP exam will NEVER put a student at a 
disadvantage.



I’m going into Engineering so why 
take Advanced Placement exams?

Students feel this way because the Faculty of Engineering 
does not give AP students advanced placement into more 
senior courses.

The experience of the exam prepares students for the type of 
exams and exam writing situations that they will experience at 
university which makes them more likely to do well. 
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Some words from AP teachers
Ms. Renee Footz – AP English Language and Composition

Mr. Josh Willard – AP Biology



When are the Advanced 
Placement exams?

Most students take AP Biology and AP English 
Language and Composition exams in grade 11.
Computing Science exams may be written at any 
grade.
Most other exams are written in grade 12.



When are the Advanced 
Placement exams?



What is the cost to write an 
Advanced Placement exam?

Regular Exam: $140 CAD
Cancellation Fee: $60 CAD

Exam decision must be made by October 31 for 
courses starting in September and March 15 for 
courses starting in February.



What if I can’t afford to 
write the exam?

If families are experiencing financial difficulty, 
please speak with the Mrs. Williamson. 
The College Board offers an exam fee reduction 
for qualifying students.
*Fee reduced exam = $95 CAD instead of $140 
CAD



Questions?

trudi.williamson@eips.ca
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